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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from 13 October on the following motion moved by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Mental Health) — 
That pursuant to standing order 69(1), the Legislative Council take note of tabled papers 534A–D 
(2021–22 budget papers) laid upon the table of the house on Thursday, 9 September 2021. 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [11.19 am]: I rise to say a few words about this year’s state 
budget and the tabled papers. I do so to raise some matters that continue to cause me some significant concern but 
as we do not always get the opportunity to have a more free-ranging discussion on things, I also want to take the 
opportunity today to raise some matters about what I would like to see in next year’s state budget, which I would 
like to think will be looked at in a positive manner by the government. 
In opening my remarks, I would say that when we hear the constant commentary by the Premier, his ministers and 
members of the government about this budget, they are very, very pleased with themselves at the moment. The Premier 
is certainly very pleased with himself and always very pleased to be thought of as the “state daddy”. I must say I find 
that term somewhat creepy, but nonetheless it is clearly a statement WA Labor is particularly pleased to promote. 
The reality is that a number of cracks are emerging across a number of fronts for this government, which thinks at the 
moment that it is invincible. I say to government that those cracks continue to increase in size, and they are becoming 
more difficult to manage. On each occasion that those cracks appear, the ministers in charge have been found wanting. 
If we were to refer to just one portfolio today, it would have to be health and the challenges being faced not only in 
our hospitals, but across the health system. The system is in crisis. It is under significant pressure. We had a debate 
in this house just yesterday, but there are record ambulance ramping statistics, our emergency departments are under 
significant and enormous stress, and the list goes on. All the while, this is with COVID not in our community. This 
is not just linked to one hospital or area. In the East Metropolitan Region, for example, we are not immune. There 
was an article in our local Echo News a couple of weeks ago titled “Eight hour wait times at hospital” and it reads — 

HIGH demand on the emergency department at St John of God Hospital in Midland has seen patients 
asked to wait outside before they can be sent through for treatment, with others experiencing wait times up 
to eight hours long. 
A Midland woman, who did not want to be named, contacted Echo News after taking her elderly mother 
to the hospital on the night of September 22. 
“She was in a lot of pain but it was so busy in there, they put out a message that the wait time would be 
eight hours long and asked some people to wait outside because there was not enough room with the COVID 
seating restrictions,” she said. 
A 21-year-old Stratton woman said she had the same experience at the hospital in August. 
“For anyone that wasn’t in a life or death situation, the wait times were between six and eight hours,” she said. 
“I was there as it was thought I had a burst ovarian cyst and I ended up going home because I was told 
I wouldn’t be seen for about seven hours. 
“Myself and everyone else in the waiting room was told we had the option to wait out the hours or go home 
at our own risk.” 
A spokeswoman for the hospital said they were experiencing “unprecedented demand on its emergency 
services at present, which is putting strain on its capacity and resources.” 
“Patients are seen as soon as possible, according to the severity of their illness or injury, and not in order 
of attendance … 

The article went on to say that area with COVID seating arrangements was being monitored. 
I raise this hospital, because just a few short months ago, this government was going to strip funding from it. 
That is what it was going to do. Let us not forget that it was not until pressure was put on this government through 
the media and questions in this place that funding was restored. How much money was going to be cut? It was 
$10.6 million. That is not a figure that I or Hon Dr Brian Walker have plucked out of the air—I know he was asking 
questions about this matter as well—that is what the Minister for Health told me. He does not give me many answers 
in this place, but he gave me that one—$10.6 million was going to be cut. Thankfully, that very poor decision was 
reversed, but it is just one of a series of missteps that this government and this minister are making. 
Health is, however, not just about our hospital system. There are other issues in our health system that is under 
stress. I have talked about this on numerous occasions over the years, and I will continue to do so. The early years 
of a child’s life is a particular focus and interest for me from a policy perspective; it has been for a very long time. 
We know that investment in the early years of a child’s life has long-term benefits. There is plenty of research to 
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show it, and everyone knows it. Equally, access to early intervention supports when a child needs them most is 
really important—supports like those provided through the metropolitan child development services in areas such 
as speech pathology, paediatrics, occupational therapy, physiotherapy and others. Over a period of time I have 
been asking questions to the Minister for Health about wait times for primary school–aged children accessing these 
services. In the previous term of government, my initial questions were about speech pathology, and I will come to 
that more broadly in a moment. I was equally interested in other areas. The reason why I was asking those questions 
is that I have had many, many people, families, but also teachers and principals, talk to me about their concerns 
about wait times and children being able to access those services. I recognise that private health services are available 
that families can access, but they can be costly and out of reach for many families, so it is important we have 
a strong and responsive service provided through the Department of Health. I want to be very clear that I am not at 
all critical of allied health professionals. It is Allied Health Professionals Day today, so I give a shout-out to them 
for the great work they do—to the paediatricians and other medical staff who work really hard in these services. I also 
appreciate that there are a couple of reasons that might sit behind these longer wait times, but it is very clear to me 
that the wait times are increasing and greater investment is needed. 
For the record, I want to go through some of the figures. On 13 February 2020, so prior to this current term of 
government, the response I received from the then Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health was that 
the medium wait time for speech pathology was 4.8 months, occupational therapy 3.3 months and physiotherapy 
0.9 months. That was for metropolitan child development services. 
Fast forward to 11 May 2021, I received a response that, for the quarter of January to March 2021, the median wait 
times for children in the primary years of schooling to access speech pathology was 7.9 months, for occupational 
therapy it was 6.7 months, and for physiotherapy it had jumped to 6.5 months. 
This week, the Minister for Health provided me with an answer to a question about wait times. He provided 
information for the quarter of April to June 2021. The wait times are now: speech pathology, 8.7 months; occupational 
therapy, 7.8 months; and physiotherapy, which had been 0.9 months back in February of last year, is now nine months. 
I repeat: nine months. In each of those areas, in an 18-month period we are seeing at least a near four-month increase 
in wait times. Equally, I asked questions earlier of the minister about paediatricians, audiologists and clinical 
psychologists. For the quarter between April and June 2021, these were the wait times: an audiologist, 3.5 months; 
a clinical psychologist, 10 months; and this one is unbelievable, a paediatrician, 16.1 months. I repeat: 16 months 
to see a paediatrician! 
I appreciate that they are the median figures, but I would also argue—because I have been told—that many families 
are waiting a lot longer than 16 months to see a paediatrician and they are waiting a lot longer to see a speech 
pathologist. Members might have noticed that on occasion during question time I get a little frustrated with the 
responses provided by the Minister for Health. I apologise to the Minister for Mental Health, who unfortunately 
is the person who gets to provide the answers, because I appreciate that he is a good minister; maybe the Minister 
for Health could take a leaf out of his book. We know—because the minister told me—that additional funding was 
provided earlier this year. Actually, additional funding had been provided but it was not new funding. It was 
a redirection of funding so it was not new funding from the government. Nonetheless, additional funding to help 
reduce the wait times was provided to the Child and Adolescent Health Service for additional paediatricians and 
allied health staff between February and November of this year. The minister indicated to me that that funding was 
$1.6 million. We also know—because it was reported in The West Australian and confirmed in questions that I asked 
in this place—that a business case had been put to the Department of Health for that funding to continue. I asked 
questions of the minister and, quite rightly, prior to the budget he said that it was under consideration; it was 
cabinet-in-confidence. I get it. 
I asked the minister, after the budget, whether he would provide it. I was perhaps being a little cheeky with regard to 
that question, but I thought I would ask the question anyway. Again, the response was that it was cabinet-in-confidence. 
I asked another question yesterday of the minister. I asked whether the business case for additional funding had 
been approved. I also asked — 

… how much additional funding has been allocated to this service in the 2021–22 financial year and 
across the forward estimates? 

Again, the answer was — 
… budget submissions are cabinet-in-confidence and therefore are subject to cabinet confidentiality. 

Minister, I know what “cabinet-in-confidence” is. I have actually been there—I have sat around the cabinet table; 
I know how it works. I understand that, but what I say to the minister is this: last time I checked, the budget has 
been tabled. That is why I am talking about it right now. Why can the minister not tell me whether additional funding 
has been provided for this service? He can tell me that, yet he will not, because he hides behind this notion of 
cabinet-in-confidence. It is absolutely pathetic. 
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I can only presume, based on the fact that the minister has not provided me with the information, that additional 
funding has not been provided. I would like to think I am wrong on this. I would like to think that the minister will 
say, “Hang on, we recognise that there’s a problem and we’re putting more funding in.” I would say, “That’s great, 
minister.” I would give him a pat on the back. He is probably not getting many of those at the moment, but I would 
give him one! He could have told me that there was additional funding. There might be. Estimates week will be 
interesting. If I were the minister, I would be wanting to tell the opposition. I would be wanting to tell people that 
funding has been provided, but he has chosen not to. At this stage I have to presume that that funding has not been 
provided. I appreciate the minister does not like me asking these questions because he continually says “put it on 
notice”, but I am going to keep on asking them because it is not good enough. 
I am pleased that the Minister for Education and Training is in the house. While I am on the topic of allied health 
services, I sincerely believe that the state needs to consider other approaches to increasing access to allied health 
services for our students. The first cab off the rank would be to bring speech pathology services directly into schools. 
It is something that I have argued for some time, and I will continue to do so. I do so because I have done quite a bit 
of work and research around this, and spoken to many people. I know it works. It works in a number of other states, 
including Queensland and Victoria, and it could operate in a similar kind of way to school psychology services. 
Speech pathologists could work within clusters of schools right across the state. 
I also know that it works because a number of schools, including in my electorate and in other members’ electorates, 
use funds out of their one-line budget to have a speech pathologist. In some cases it might be an occupational therapist, 
but perhaps the majority would be with regard to speech pathologists. They are utilising their own funds to access 
speech pathology time. Obviously, there is a cost to that because something else misses out. The principals who 
are in charge very much say to me that they strongly value the role of the speech pathologist and as a result they 
feel that that investment is needed. It not only supports the individual child who is needing support, but also their 
teachers. A lot of communication goes between the two and it has a very positive effect.  
I am raising this, and I raise it in a positive manner, because I do not care whether it starts as a trial; a trial would 
be a good thing because we could iron out any challenges, issues or whatever else at the beginning. I know that 
Victoria did that. It started with a trial and then implemented it. I genuinely believe and genuinely request that the 
Minister for Education and Training look at this. I see her nodding, so that is a good start. It is something that would 
be of benefit to students attending schools in this state. I say that because the reality is many kids are missing out 
at the moment. Supporting them early in their reading, writing and comprehension skills is critical; it is a no-brainer. 
That is important. Equally, I also argue—I will talk about a particular disorder in a moment—that giving children, 
or anyone, confidence, especially children, in their ability to successfully communicate with their friends in the 
playground, their family members, carers or members of the community, is something we all want. I do not think we 
can underestimate what young children face when they have those challenges to be able to communicate successfully. 
When they are trying to make friends and starting the whole world of education, we need to look at every opportunity 
we possibly can to make their life easier. Given those comments and reflecting on the fact that tomorrow is awareness 
day for a couple of important reasons, the first is Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day. I hope, President, 
that I might get an opportunity to say something about that day tonight in members’ statements. I thought I would 
just add that in there, President, just to give you forewarning! 
Hon Samantha Rowe interjected. 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I just thought I would try it out. The other is Developmental Language Disorder 
Awareness Day—or DLD—awareness day, which I know, President, you are also very aware of. I have raised 
DLD—I will call it that—in this place before. I think you have, President, as well. Given I have been on the topic 
of speech and language and my request about speech pathologists in schools, I wanted to take the opportunity to 
raise this disorder. Given that we have only one opportunity tonight in members’ statements and that awareness 
day is tomorrow, I wanted to say a few words about this disorder today. 
Members may or may not know that DLD is a communication disability that affects around one in 14 people. It 
starts in early childhood and persists through to adulthood. The goal of this year’s awareness-raising campaign is 
to increase the early identification of the disorder and support for students at schools. It is targeted particularly at 
teachers but I also think it fits very neatly with the comments I have made about having speech pathologists working 
in schools. Last week, I received a package of information—I think all members might have received it—from an 
organisation called the DLD Project. Part of it was to ask that members of Parliament do their bit in raising awareness 
about this disorder. Given I will not have an opportunity to do that tomorrow, I would like to do it today. I refer to 
a statement the DLD Project released on 7 October, which gives a bit of a good snapshot. 
For those not aware — 

DLD causes difficulties with speaking and understanding for no known reason. There are serious and 
long-term impacts, as it puts children at greater risk of failing at school and struggling with mental health 
and future employment. 
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Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) refers to difficulties learning language and affects approximately 
7% of the population. This makes it 7 times more common than autism and 46 times more common than 
childhood hearing impairment. 
People with DLD are 6 times more likely to suffer from anxiety and 3 times more likely to have clinical 
depression. They are also at significant risk of struggling with reading, spelling and mathematics. 

The press release then reflected on a personal story of a person who lives with DLD. These are his words and 
I think they are important. They are from a young man by the name of Parker, who is 16 and the statement says — 

Parker was originally diagnosed with dyslexia in Grade 3 but due to continual difficulties at school that 
weren’t totally explained by dyslexia he received a diagnosis of DLD in early 2020. 

The following is a direct quote from him — 
“DLD feels like everything is going over my head all the time. When I talk, it feels a bit like I’m about 
to stutter. Everything rushes to your mouth at once. I have to stop the sentence and restart or move onto 
something else. My mates don’t really notice, but I do,” he explains. 
Spoken language is the lifeblood of the classroom. It underpins all learning, relationships and mental health, 
from the very beginning to the very end of school. Most students thrive in this rich learning environment, 
but for some, listening and talking can be overwhelming. 
Having a label has been life changing for Parker. It explains why he finds it difficult to understand when 
a teacher gives him an instruction and why he struggles to concentrate with his mind often going blank. 

“It’s not that you’re not listening or paying attention. Knowing you have DLD means you don’t beat 
yourself up over it,” 

Parker wants people to know that having DLD doesn’t mean you are ‘lazy or stupid’. Just like him, the 1 in 
14 people with DLD are working incredibly hard to keep up with what’s going on around them. 

“People need to be patient and not get frustrated. It would be easier if more people knew about DLD.” 

I agree, Parker—I agree. This is the entire focus I have always had when it comes to matters surrounding the early 
years and early intervention. Perhaps it extends back to when I first trained as a school psychologist many, many 
years ago. We need to ensure that we invest in those early years and identify when there are issues, put strategies 
in place and support the individual child and their families. Some challenges that individuals have will be very 
complex. Some will require some more minor remedial improvements that will help them on their path to future 
success. However, what we do not want, and I think no-one in this house will want it, but unfortunately we are 
continuing to see, is kids falling through the cracks for a wide variety of reasons. When they get to the age of 15, 
sadly, as Parker says, there are people who then label children, thinking they are lazy or, in his words, stupid. These 
kids are not that; they are a lot more than that. Perhaps if they were given the right supports earlier, their trajectory 
would be different. I will keep on talking about the early years and early intervention because I actually truly 
believe—as I say I reckon everyone in this house would truly believe it—that the early years must be a priority. They 
must be a priority for any government and I will continue to go on about it. 

I am glad the Minister for Education and Training is here. I will put in one more plug: I think speech pathologists 
in schools are a good thing, so I will leave that with the minister to look at. 

Hon Sue Ellery: There are primary schools that already have their own arrangements and have school speech 
therapists. But like paediatricians, like a whole range of allied health as well, part of the difficulty is that the 
universities aren’t producing enough of them, so even if we had billions of dollars to employ them, there would 
not be enough of them there. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I hear what the minister is saying, but on the information that I have, there certainly 
is capacity in the first instance to at least trial a broader approach to get a better understanding of what requirements 
are needed. 

I agree with the minister, and I mentioned this before. I accept that a number of schools have speech pathologists, 
but they are paid for out of their one-line budget. I would like individual schools not to have to necessarily make that 
determination; they should be provided them, much like with the school psychology service. That is my thinking. 
It should not be up to schools to have to rearrange their budgets to get even a half day for a speechie; it would be 
really good if that service was provided more universally. That is the reason I am raising this matter, but I would 
be happy to have a conversation with the minister more fully outside the chamber. 

On the basis of just talking about education, though, I want to acknowledge, and I am very pleased to see, that 
the Minister for Education and Training through the budget has reaffirmed the commitment to increase the number 
of school psychologists and chaplains for schools that would like a chaplain. On this particular point, both the 
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Liberal Party and the Labor Party took the same policy. Both announced them at different times. I think we 
announced the school psychology commitment first and that was followed by the Labor Party’s announcement; 
and the Labor Party announced the chaplaincy program first and we announced ours afterwards. But we were 
on a unity ticket, which I think is a very good thing. Both the school psychology service and school chaplaincy 
service play a valuable role within our school system. Both are slightly different, obviously, but both are 
complementary. When I go to schools, whether they are primary or secondary schools, the need for more school 
psychologist time is raised with me. They also want chaplains—normally they want chaplains there every day 
because the chaplain is very much part of the school community. Both play an important role, so I think that is 
a really important thing. 

Having said that, I did not want to miss the opportunity to raise another area within the education portfolio, which the 
minister has heard me raise on a few occasions, and that is in relation to community kindergartens. I appreciate that 
amongst the very large education portfolio, the competing demands of community kindergartens are perhaps a very 
small part of the larger pie, but community kindergartens have always been an acceptable alternative to kindergarten 
programs based on school sites. There used to be hundreds of them, but, obviously, as more and more kindies were 
placed on school sites, the number of them has decreased. I think there are now 18 community kindergartens, but 
each of those community kindergartens are highly valued by the parents and students who attend them. Some of those 
kindies have been in place for well over 40 years. A number of community kindergartens are in the East Metropolitan 
Region. They are fantastic play-based, focused, purpose-built community kindergartens. I want to commend the staff 
who work in community kindergartens and the parent management committees, because they are run, effectively, 
by volunteers. 
For those who might not have been here at the time, I will go back on a little bit of history. Back in late 2017, members 
might recall that the Minister for Education and Training at the stroke of midnight decided that she was going to cut 
a whole lot of education programs. Some of those decisions, fortunately, were reversed, like the Schools of the Air 
decision. It was a really good decision to cut that one! Anyway, that decision was reversed when the pressure became 
too great; others, however, were not. What happened? The minister created effectively a two-tier system: the ones 
that were good enough to be saved and the ones that were not good enough to be saved. The second group included, 
amongst other things, community kindergartens and the Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre, which I have mentioned 
a few occasions in this place. 

As an aside, I will say I was delighted to attend the reopening of the Herdsman Lake Discovery Centre a couple 
of weeks ago. I was very grateful for the invitation from the WA Gould League. I will say, though, that I found 
something a little ironic at the opening. The Premier opened it, which was great. He waxed lyrical about how fantastic 
the centre is and how important environmental education is. He thought it was fantastic. I agree, Premier. But, 
clearly, he has a very short memory, because it was his minister, the Minister for Education and Training, who cut 
funding and removed the education officer from the centre, and despite repeated requests to reverse the decision, 
she would not. I have to say that I agreed absolutely as I stood there and listened to the Premier say how fantastic 
the centre is. But he stood there and did not actually think, “Hang on! Didn’t I cut their funding?” It was surprising 
not only to me, but also a few others I have to say. Nonetheless, I am very pleased that the centre has reopened with 
some support from Lotterywest, which is fantastic. I encourage anyone who has not been to the centre for a while 
to do so. 

I come back to community kindies. As I said, they might be small in number, but in December 2017, the minister 
decided to increase the enrolment threshold to access funding and staff from 10 students to 16 without consulting 
anybody. What did that do? It created, and has continued to create, significant stress and pressure on some community 
kindergartens, particularly those in areas where there is not a high population growth, and a number of them are in 
the east metro region. So far, where student enrolments have been below 16, those exemptions have gone through 
and they have been able to continue to operate. What happened this year? I am concerned about what happened 
this year, so I put the minister on notice that I will be watching this very closely. This year work was done with the 
Community Kindergartens Association and the department to try to set up a better process. They brought forward 
the exemption request date if a kindy looked as though it was going to go below 16 enrolments—they should not 
have to do this so early anyway, because families move in, unsurprisingly, to areas after term 3, and parents might 
want their children to go to a particular kindy. Nonetheless, they brought forward the exemption request date so that 
the decision on whether a kindy would go ahead the following year could be made well before the end of term 3. 
What happened at the end of term 3? Some early notifications were given to a couple of kindergartens about whether 
they were under the initial threshold or whether they would be able to have a second class group. But two kindies 
were left in limbo—Pineview Community Kindergarten in Coolbellup and Mount Helena Community Kindergarten 
in my electorate. Despite repeated requests by the Community Kindergartens Association and the kindergartens 
themselves for a decision to be made, term 3 came to an end and it was “being considered”. Parent management 
committees, staff and families did not know what was going on. The government might say that it does not matter—
well, it does. People want to know; they want certainty. They followed the rules, yet the department and the Minister 
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for Education and Training did not follow through on their side. I issued a media release on the first weekend of 
school holidays calling for an immediate decision to be made. That was ignored. I appreciate that the minister might 
not read my press statements; that is fine. However, if she did not want to do that, we know that the Community 
Kindergartens Association and the president of the Mount Helena Community Kindergarten had been on radio on 
at least two or three occasions, so what was going on was well known. 

School holidays end and what do we find? There is still no answer. So on Tuesday this week I thought, “Righto, I’m 
going to ask a question of the minister to find out what is actually going on.” I asked whether the exemption request 
had been considered and when it was considered; and, if not, why not? It was very interesting. The minister said 
earlier that it was just a coincidence. Clearly, it was a happy coincidence because I lodged the question and less 
than an hour later the approval for both kindergartens came through. How do we know that? I know. When I asked 
the question, I actually knew the answer, but it was interesting because the answer said that the information was 
communicated to the kindies on that day. It should not get to the stage when I have to ask a question in this house 
for those kindies to get certainty. It should not take that. It is just not good enough. 

I know the minister will not do this, but I wish she would just put the threshold back to where it has always been, 
and that is 10. If it was at 10 this year, I would not even be having this conversation because both of the kindies 
have more than 10 students. I also point out, for those who might be interested, that if the department were to cut or 
close down one of those kindies, do members know how much it would save? I have asked in Parliament how much 
funding is provided to each of the kindies. This information is at 26 May this year. I will take out the salaries for the 
teachers and the education assistants because they are department staff, so that means they would be redeployed back 
into the department. There was some additional funding for COVID-19-related cleaning, so I will put that to one side 
because that is for a specific purpose. The 2020–21 grant and the administration support goes to the link school—
so that does not even go to the kindy; it goes to the school it is linked to. When those two figures are combined, 
$31 905.40 would be saved on Pineview Community Kindergarten and $32 019 on Mount Helena Community 
Kindergarten, a kindergarten that has been around for a very, very, very long time. I put to the government: is the 
stress and strain that it continues to place on these community kindergartens really necessary?  
I appreciate that many families choose to send their children to a kindergarten on a school site. I have no problem 
with that. Great programs are provided on school sites. That is where my kids have gone. However, some families 
want to send their children to a community kindergarten—so let them, and recognise that some kindergartens, such 
as Mount Helena Community Kindergarten, do not have a high population growth. Sometimes it will have challenges 
being able to meet a threshold figure that, to be honest, was plucked out of the air. No consultation was conducted 
on that number or explanation given on how the minister arrived at it. The only reason it was arrived at was because 
the government clearly wanted to cut the number of community kindergartens. That is what it wanted to do, otherwise 
it would not have been seen as a savings measure, because it can save money from community kindergartens only 
if it has shut them down—to save around $30 000. I put this to the minister: I really wish she would just reduce 
the threshold. As I say, if she had done that, I would not even be talking about these two kindies right now because 
they would have been fine; they had more than 10 students. I ask the minister to reverse the ridiculous decision that 
she made back in 2017—I know she will not—which was completely unnecessary. All it has done is cause enormous 
anguish for a number of kindies. 
Finally, I will end on something positive. It is Mental Health Week. I will raise quickly an initiative that I would like 
the Minister for Mental Health to consider. I appreciate he is out of the chamber on urgent parliamentary business. 
I will talk to him about this matter behind the chair. I am keen to know whether there might be some opportunities 
for greater support for the Mother–Baby Nurture project. I know the minister is aware of the project. He attended 
a Playgroup WA event that I also attended that highlighted the value of this program that has now been running 
for 10 years. The event was an opportunity to reflect on the successes of that program and also to release a video 
that highlighted six mothers and the value they had found from being part of that program. I understand that the 
program receives some funding from the Department of Health and I think another organisation in the south west 
that also provides the Mother–Baby Nurture program receives a bit of funding through the minister’s portfolio, 
which is fantastic. However, it would be great if the program could expand into some areas where there are gaps. For 
those who are not aware of the program, it is a 10-week program targeted specifically to vulnerable mothers and their 
infants in their first six months of life. It aims to strengthen developing the infant–mother attachment relationship, 
which is really important, and to help improve overall health and wellbeing. Mothers can self-refer; however, 
I understand that the majority of participants are referred through tertiary hospitals such as the mother–baby unit 
at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women, as well as other service providers across the metropolitan area. 
The program is not designed to replace the professional psychological, psychiatric and other medical supports that 
can be provided to a mother and her family; it is there to complement those supports. One of the clear criterion is 
that the mum is struggling to form an attachment with her baby. It does not necessarily need to be a first-time mum, 
but the women who inevitably become involved in the project present with a range of symptoms in terms of 
distress. They may have self-reported symptoms of anxiety and depression and a host of risk factors. Establishing 
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the attachment between a mother and a baby can be challenging for a range of reasons—everyone is assessed 
individually. We can never underscore the fact that becoming a first-time mum or a mum at any point in time can 
be difficult. People think of this rosy sort of scenario when a baby comes along—it is all beautiful, the baby sleeps, 
all those sorts of things. But not everything works according to Google, nor does it work according to all the books 
that we purchase before the baby is born that we all read religiously and think that that is how it is going to work. 
It does not always work that way. For some mums, their babies and their extended families, it can be a very difficult 
time. This program has been shown to have a very positive effect on those mothers and babies who have been 
involved. In the first half of this year, through the funding provided by the Department of Health, around 44 or 
45 families participated in the program. I am very keen to have a chat with the Minister for Mental Health about 
this program, but I just wanted to reflect on it given that it is Mental Health Week. It would be really good if we 
could recognise that some really great programs and initiatives are underway in this state that have been supported 
by very dedicated professionals, researchers and others who want to make a positive difference to the lives of, in 
this case, mothers and their babies. I would like to think that there might be an opportunity at some point for some 
additional funding to be provided to enable this program to reach more families, which all of us would think is 
a good thing. 
I will leave my comments there because I am fast running out of time. As I said, I wanted to end on a positive note. 
The Minister for Mental Health has just walked through the door as I am finishing, but I know that he will read 
my speech with a great deal of interest — 
Hon Stephen Dawson: As ever. 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER: As ever, thank you, minister. This is why he is a good minister. I ask the minister 
to look at that program more closely. I know that the Mental Health Commissioner and others are certainly supportive 
of its aims and what it seeks to achieve, so that would be a good thing. As a final plug, I would very much like to 
see speech pathologists come into schools. That would be a great start. I would certainly be very pleased with the 
minister if she were to introduce that well before next year’s state budget. 
HON STEVE MARTIN (Agricultural) [12.14 pm]: I rise to make a contribution to the discussion on the state 
budget and the tabled budget papers. I would like to begin by acknowledging the work of Minister MacTiernan, 
the other state ministers, the Treasurer and the Premier in putting together this significant document. It is important 
that we reflect occasionally on the uncertain times that we have gone through in the past 18 months and I appreciate 
the work that the government departments have done to put this budget together. 
Earlier on I reflected how, in early April, some weeks after the COVID-19 pandemic had become apparent, I had 
sat next to the federal Treasurer very briefly at a dinner. I had a brief chat to Josh and said, “What does this mean?” 
We forget the level of uncertainty that state and federal governments faced at that time. At that stage he was facing 
what he thought was the Great Depression and he had to prepare for anything between that and what we have come 
up with. Our state and federal governments have responded remarkably well to the COVID pandemic to get us 
through to our current position. 
Whilst deferring to my more experienced and more financially savvy colleagues, I will make some broad comments 
on the budget and then reflect on some areas of interest to me in my portfolios and the Agricultural Region more 
specifically. I am enjoying this role as an armchair critic. I have been preparing budgets for my small business for 
25 years. I get through the work and then my farm consultant, for example, will flat out laugh at my efforts. My bank 
manager will say that I might want to double-check a few things and my accountant will tell me to go back and 
have another look. To sit back in this instance and cast a judgemental eye over someone else’s handiwork is a great 
privilege. Broadly speaking, this is an impressive set of numbers—let us be honest. This is a $40 billion budget. 
The surplus is growing by the day; it was $5.6 billion on budget day and it is now $5.8 billion. That is absolutely 
a significant number. I want to make a couple of points about the state’s economy and those numbers. 
In my background as a farmer, I have relied very heavily on two commodities: the Australian dollar and rainfall. 
I understand that small business budgets are nothing like state and federal government budgets, but I was alarmed 
to find some similarities between a farm budget and the Western Australian state budget in particular. Our reliance 
as a state on iron ore—one commodity—has grown remarkably over the years and it is reflected in this budget. In 
2011–12, the state budget was approximately $25 billion with 15 per cent of that revenue coming from iron ore 
royalties. Four or five years later in 2015–16, the state budget was $26.5 billion with a 14 per cent reliance on 
iron ore royalties. The estimated actual for 2021 is a budget of over $40 billion with a percentage of revenue from 
iron ore royalties of 28 per cent—nearly a third from one product. Based on those numbers, if China sneezes, 
Western Australia well and truly catches pneumonia. It is a strong number, but we are more reliant than ever on 
one commodity. For decades there has been talk in Western Australia of diversifying our economy. Both sides of 
politics have talked about that and now one-third of our revenue is derived from one product. I assume that we have 
never been more reliant on one product. The price of that product, like with all commodities, will fluctuate wildly. 
If we look back at the numbers, very recently the iron ore price was $US235.6 a tonne. That topped out a very 
short time ago and it is now around $US115, I believe — 
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Hon Dr Steve Thomas: It is $US120-odd today. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: It has gone down to $US120, so it has dropped by $US110 in weeks, not months. We are 
basing this budget on a commodity that moves, like all commodities do. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: That is why, certainly in the out years, we have taken such a conservative approach 
to the price set. The gentleman sitting in front of you gets a bit aggrieved by that conservatism. 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: No, I agree with it; it is a good plan. It has honesty in it. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: Indeed, it is a very good plan. I will give members opposite an indication of how 
conservative they need to be; in 2016, the price was $US37.3 a tonne, so commodities go up and down. 
Hon Darren West: A bit like wheat and wool. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: It is exactly like wheat and wool. That is why farmers are nervous and the state government 
should be nervous basing one-third of its economy on royalties from one product. More broadly, I acknowledge 
the impressive spend on the big ticket items like health and housing. In both areas it would be difficult to argue 
that a catch-up has not been required and that has taken a lot of money out of the budget. We could argue that the 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity with the iron ore boom and the swollen coffers from the royalties is now a missed 
opportunity to do that big reform stuff, that Paul Keating–type stuff, in a budget—for example, payroll tax, stamp duty 
or property tax reform, which I will come to later, or some infrastructure in parts of the ag region where it is sadly needed. 
I mentioned payroll tax in my inaugural speech. Members opposite may disagree; they may think it is a wonderful 
tax. I think it is an awful thing. I acknowledge that there has been some tinkering around the margins of payroll 
tax about when people start to pay it, but the numbers are quite stark. In 20 years it has gone from three-quarters of 
a billion dollars to the forecast out years nudging $4.5 billion. Every single year we take more payroll tax out of 
the system. This is a missed opportunity to have done something serious about it, which is unfortunate. 
I will move on to some specific areas of interest for me, such as telecommunications, especially in regional 
Western Australia. I will give members a couple of quick examples that were brought to my attention recently. 
Obviously, I live out there, so I am well aware. I was invited to Munglinup a couple of months ago to meet the locals 
about their telecommunications issues. It is a very small community. I met a young man named Kirk Whiting, who 
is a young farmer, a volunteer ambulance operator and a leading member of that small community et cetera. We 
met in town. There is virtually no signal in Munglinup. Normally, a community of that size would look to the black 
spot program to fill that need. If you are a young ambulance operator in that part of the world and you are called 
out to a job at three in the morning and you have no signal on the road or farm that you are travelling to the accident 
on, it is a frightening prospect. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Why haven’t they been listed as a black spot? 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I am sure they are listed; they have not been funded. I will get to where they are getting 
their funding from shortly. People do not have adequate telecommunications in their area, not just for those 
emergency situations, but for running their businesses. This week an article in the Midwest Times referred to a patchy 
signal hurting the harvest. I will read from the Midwest Times — 

Poor phone reception in the Mid West is hurting the bottom line of businesses, including farmers who 
need to be connected to ensure their harvest efforts are maximised. 
With harvest here, it’s crucial for farmers to have up-to-date market information on hand. But with frequent 
blackspots, that isn’t always possible. Coverage maps of various mobile providers tell the same story in 
the Mid West—a short drive out of Geraldton and you’re in the data dark ages. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: We’ve just put extraordinary commercial-grade NBN for farming communities out 
of Geraldton. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I am sure the locals have a different view at the moment—the data dark ages. 
Travelling the major highways, as I am sure all regional members do — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It is a federal responsibility, but we have invested in digital funds and I am very 
surprised because a lot of those farms around Geraldton are actually part of that. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I will pass on the minister’s surprise! 
I will continue with the article — 

Mid West Chamber of Commerce and Industry CEO Joanne Fabling said she struggled to find reception 
even along the coast. 
“If I drive from (Geraldton) to Dongara, unless I have purchased a special booster, I won’t have any signal. 

Several members interjected. 
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Hon STEVE MARTIN: I will get to the state’s contribution on regional telecommunications. We have a regional 
telecommunications project: the regional conductivity program. There is a significant amount of money in the 
2020–21 budget of $8.5 million, and in the out years, 2022–23, 2023–24 and 2024–25, there is nothing. Then we 
have the state agricultural telecommunications infrastructure fund in which there is $3.2 million in 2021–22. Then 
in 2022–23, 2023–24 and 2024–25, there is nothing. Therefore, I am assuming that the Munglinup residents who are 
right on the boundary of the Ravensthorpe and Esperance shires have now been funded $90 000 by those two shires 
for what they call a small cell that will cover approximately 1 800 metres, which covers the town of Munglinup. 
Currently, when Kirk Whiting drives his ambulance to get to a job after being called out in the middle of the night 
or if he is fighting a fire in Munglinup, there is no signal. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: So what have they funded? 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: It is called a small cell and I believe the Ravensthorpe and Esperance shires made equal 
contributions. I am not sure, but I think the local community may be kicking in some in-kind work as well, which 
will cover the town of Munglinup. At the moment, when harvest starts and the Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd 
bin opens, people have an app on their phones to use when they deliver grain. They drive into the CBH bin, turn the 
app on—when they are parked of course—and it sucks too much data out of the system, so the shop EFTPOS will 
not work during harvest; there is such little data in that line. Those are some of the problems the people of Munglinup 
are facing. Of course, it is not only Munglinup or the midwest farmers who are facing those problems. I mentioned 
those major highways; for example, if you leave Brookton, heading west about a kilometre and a half out of 
Brookton, the signal drops out and you have approximately 90 kilometres with no signal on a very busy road. The 
Great Eastern Highway, Albany Highway and Brand Highway are some of the areas of the state where there is 
very little signal.  
Regarding that horrible tragedy in Walpole in recent weeks, I heard a 6PR interview with the shire president down 
there talking about the response from the local search and rescue people. Very early on it was evident that there 
was very little mobile signal available to coordinate that search. The journalists were complaining because they 
could not ring back to 6PR to talk to Gareth Parker. That is a very popular little tourist spot, by the way, but there 
is no signal down there. Therefore, I look forward to a continued contribution from the state government in mobile 
black spot funding. 
In the area of housing, a significant amount of money was mentioned in the budget, and it is well and truly needed. 
Regarding the Government Regional Officers’ Housing, I saw recently that the Minister for Housing was in 
Broome making an announcement about nine houses being added to the GROH system, which is welcome. In the 
Kimberley over the last four and half years the Labor government has sold off 52 GROH homes. Although we 
welcome the addition of nine homes to that network, it will not fix it in a hurry. At that rate, it will take five years 
to get back to where we were four and half years ago. We still have teachers and police without adequate housing in 
regional Western Australia. That is disappointing. In all sorts of areas of housing we need that spend to be achieved 
as quickly as possible. The state has sold off 1 300 social housing stock homes. There has been an investment, but, 
again, it will be years before we get back to where we were four and a half years ago. Public housing waitlists are 
not coming down in a hurry. In fact, they are probably still growing. 
I would like to refer to a recent article about something we have been hearing from the sectors related to housing 
and homelessness. On the face of it, the Western Australian economy is going remarkably well, and a good two-thirds 
of it is. But according to Foodbank and the Salvation Army, the bottom one-third is at least as vulnerable as ever; 
in fact, it is more vulnerable than ever. Twenty-eight per cent of people who have accessed Foodbank in the past 
12 months have done so for the first time. Foodbank is seeing a change in its cohort. An article was published 
recently in The West Australian that talked about the two-phase economy in Western Australia, which is what we 
have been hearing from organisations like Foodbank. It referred to research done by a small lender, Judo Bank, 
that reveals the borrowing intentions for Western Australians. It said the top two-thirds of small to medium-sized 
enterprises were going beautifully; in fact, their borrowing intentions were significantly higher than the rest of 
Australia, but one-third of those small to medium-sized enterprises, a full one-third, said they were closing shop. 
That is the highest closure rate in the country. Our best is better than the rest, but our bottom one-third is the worst 
figure in the country. That is that boom-or-bust Western Australia stuff happening again. We are definitely seeing 
that in homelessness and the housing sector. I encourage the relevant ministers to speed the solution to homelessness 
along. I have asked a number of questions over recent months about the facility in Wellington Street and was assured 
yesterday that there was a gradual process in place to fill those beds. I was staggered by the response. I cannot 
imagine that homeless people are too keen on a gradual response. I would have thought that almost an emergency 
response was required. If level of need is being triaged, a homeless person putting a roof over their heads would 
require an urgent response. A gradual response to homelessness will not cut it. 
While we are talking about what can be delivered when, I was doing some work on some of the Budget statements, 
and in the key budget aggregates—which I am sure honourable members have all pored over—there is a thing 
called the “asset investment program”. We have had record numbers promised by the Treasurer, which is good. If 
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we look at the performance over the last four years, there almost seems to be a natural cap on how much we can 
spend—how much we can do with the resources we have. Given the constraints at the moment with workforce 
shortages, the building market et cetera, it would be optimistic that that might be different this time. I will just give 
some quick numbers. They are staggeringly consistent. In 2017–18, across all departments, the asset investment 
budget estimate was $6 billion, the midyear review was $5.5 billion, the estimated outturn was $5.5 billion and 
the actual was $5 billion. That is a steady slide. In the 2018–19 asset investment program the budget estimate was 
$6.2 billion, the midyear review was $5.8 billion, the estimated outturn was $5.5 billion and the actual was 
$4.965 billion, which is a similar result. In the 2019–20 asset investment program, the budget estimate is $5.6 billion, 
the midyear review is $5.6 billion and the actual outturn is $5.1 billion. For 2020–21, the budget estimate is 
$7.5 billion—it is going to be a big year!—midyear is $7.5 billion; the estimated outturn is $5.9 billion—so we are 
sliding—and the actual is $5.8 billion. There seems to be a level of asset improvement that the state can achieve. 
I hope we do better than that this year and in the budgets of coming years. It will be interesting to see whether we 
can get past those numbers. 
I would like to make some remarks on the forestry sector. I have been given that portfolio in my five months in 
the Parliament, and I thought it would be relatively quiet, but obviously recent developments have changed that. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: I am sure you will enjoy working for your keep. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: Sorry? 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Earning your shekel by having some work to do! 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I will use this time to bring members up to date on the local reaction to this sudden 
and shocking announcement, at least to the sector. The ministers might have had some inkling that it was coming, 
but the sector certainly did not. I was in Manjimup last week meeting with the Mottrams, who run a sawmill, 
Rockbridge Timber, just out of Manjimup. It is the classic family business. It is mum and dad, a couple of sons 
and up to 14 staff when it is busy. It is a lovely little small business. It is very uncertain about its future, as members 
would imagine. It was fascinating to see what it does. Previously a farmer, Dave Mottram literally built everything 
on that plant with help from family members and staff. This is an inspiring little small business. It gets second and 
third-grade logs, it gets offcuts and it finds piles of timber that the Forest Products Commission was going to burn 
up, so it literally gets the dregs from the suppliers. This is some of the product it supplies out of this very small plant 
in Manjimup: scaffold planks; jetty material, which are those big sleepers we see on the side of the jetty that this ships 
bash up and down against; craypot material, and I am not entirely sure what that is; locks for the mining sector; crane 
outrigger blocks; stakes for the electric component for automated trucks; tile batons; tongue-and-groove flooring; 
furniture wood, and I will come back to furniture wood; tomato stakes; pallet material; sawdust; and pine blocks 
for the airport tunnel, which were just completed about 12 months ago, so it is contributing to Metronet. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Pine blocks? 

Hon STEVE MARTIN: Pine blocks for Metronet. They were being used in the tunnel. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: We have not done anything to change pine other than indicate we are going to plant more. 

Hon STEVE MARTIN: I am just outlining. The government might be ending this business, so it will not provide 
the pine blocks, which the biggest pine operators, by the way, could not do, because at this little bespoke business, 
you turn up with an order and it will cut to specification. The big guys do not want to touch that sort of stuff. That 
business was putting its blocks into the Metronet airport tunnel. It also contributed materials for the footbridge near 
the Optus Stadium. There is also something else that took my fancy, which is wood microchips. Wood microchips 
are used for smoking pork products. Anyone who is a meat eater who has eaten those award-winning hams or 
bacon from D’Orsogna has probably been relying on the karri and pine microchips coming from Rockbridge Timber. 
That is the list of products that just one small business does. 

Hon Dr Steve Thomas: A gluten-free health food! 

Hon STEVE MARTIN: Gluten-free, indeed! 

Rockbridge Timber is obviously now very nervous about what its future holds following the decision by the government. 

In the budget, we hear about investment of $350 million in pine plantings. We are keen to see how that land will 
be acquired. I assume it will be a combination of freehold purchases and some sort of sharefarming agreement. The 
freehold purchases will be interesting. I assume that we are talking about very high rainfall areas. Growing pines 
requires a lot of rain. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Six hundred millimetres. 

Hon STEVE MARTIN: There is 600 millimetres of rain only in a reasonably small part of the state. By the way, 
it is now about the most productive agricultural land in the state. Growing three tonnes of canola at Frankland or 
six tonnes of barley a hectare east of Bridgetown, the pine numbers would have to be fairly extraordinary to stack up. 
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I wish the government well in its effort to purchase land from those farmers. If they are doing it, they are competing 
in that market against the next-door neighbours of those farmers and probably driving that price up, assuming they 
can afford to pay what the next-door neighbours will pay to run livestock or grow canola. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It will be a commercial arrangement. 

Hon STEVE MARTIN: If there is one bidder on a property, there is a certain price; if there are two or three or 
four to five, there is a different price. That is good for sellers, of course; and good luck to the landholders. 

Hon Darren West: They grow on that sandy, less productive country. 

Hon STEVE MARTIN: On that sandy, less productive country at Frankland they are growing 2.5 tonnes of canola 
instead of three tonnes. At 600 millimetres of rainfall, there is very little non-productive agricultural land to plant 
a pine on. 

Hon Darren West: There is plenty of suitable land for pines. 

Hon STEVE MARTIN: There is very little agricultural land available in that part of the world. With 600 millimetres 
of rainfall, it is virtually hydroponics. When it rains, fertiliser is put on the crop and the pines will grow. We will see 
how that plays out. In the short term, the locals are very keen to see what this assistance package looks like. The sum 
of $350 million has been talked about. On the face of it, that does not appear to be anywhere near enough. Parkside’s 
investment in its mill, for example, was rumoured to be about that price. We will see where that lands. I hope the 
locals will be consulted and involved in those discussions. There is still a lot of uncertainty. I understand that it 
has only just happened, but — 

Hon Dr Steve Thomas: I think the Collie restructure is now up to $120 million. Is that a total of $120 million, minister? 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: I think it was $80 million in our first term of government and we have topped it up 
with another $20 million. 

Hon STEVE MARTIN: It will be a significant number. The sum of $350 million does seem way short at the 
moment. I am sure the government will be digging into its pocket to help out. 

I mentioned one of the products from Rockbridge, a local furniture manufacturer. We were on site when a very 
small order was being put together for a local Western Australian–based furniture manufacturer. I recently met with 
people from the Western Australian Furniture Manufacturers Association. That little sector has about 300 jobs 
involved. Jarrah almost markets itself. Furniture made in WA from WA’s finest timber evidently walks out the store! 
Obviously, those people are also very nervous about their future. One of the people we met with the other day had 
already booked a sea container of Indonesian hardwood—assuming he can get a sea container. He had already made 
that order. He was just responding to the uncertainty. In small business, uncertainty is death. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: The supplies will continue. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: He is uncertain about that at the moment, minister; he really is. He is just reacting. His 
small business in Welshpool employs about 30 people. He has already pulled that trigger. He has been in touch 
with Indonesian suppliers, which makes the claims of environmental sustainability a Western Australian story, not 
a global story, if we are not providing it and we have sustainable forests, evidently. It will come from somewhere 
else. We have already seen that. I find that disappointing. 
He also suggested that these pines that we intend to plant are absolutely useless for furniture. For example, the native 
tuart tree can be grown in plantations. Evidently, it grows faster than pine. On that high rainfall stuff, that might 
be something the government considers. That is a sustainable, long-term product. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: I think that is a good point. Ask a question about it and I will get an answer! 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I will. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: No; I think it is a good point. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: It is a good point. 
Referring to karri plantations, I know the Western Australian market is very doubtful about karri because of white 
ants, but it is a fast-growing, sustainable local product that we can find uses for. Those timber manufacturers are 
very concerned about their future. 
I am glad the honourable Minister MacTiernan is in the house because I am getting to a couple of topics dear to 
her heart. The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, on the numbers that I can find in the 
budget, appears to take a hit to its finances in the out years. On my numbers, the total appropriations provided to 
deliver services in 2019–20 was $196 million. By 2024–25, it will be $190 million. That is a significant cut to those 
numbers. The total cost of services was $450 million down to $435 million. That would be disappointing. I hope 
that does not lead to job cuts. I am sure the minister will be working hard in that regard. 
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A specific topic that I want to discuss around agriculture is frost. In the past couple of weeks, like the minister 
I believe, I have been to the eastern wheatbelt. There has been a severe frost event from about Corrigin to north of 
Bencubbin. At about the time of the Newdegate field days, it was very, very cold for a very long time. It was minus 
four degrees in one paddock I stood at in the Belka Valley and it was under zero for 10 hours. At that time of year, 
in September, that is catastrophic to wheat, canola, barley, lupins et cetera. If it gets that cold for that long, crops 
face severe damage. In the great southern and wheatbelt, frost is an annual threat to farmers. The minister is aware of 
the work by Dr Ben Biddulph, which is being funded through the Grains Research and Development Corporation 
and the state. Some good work has been done over the past 10 years. They have done all the obvious stuff. Farmers 
are well aware of the frost story. Crops that are planted early are at risk of frost. If wheat is planted earlier than 
barley, it is at risk of frost. The agronomic packages and all that work has been done. We have got to where we 
are this year. Farmers in drier parts of the state face an annual struggle, if you like: do we plant early and use every 
bit of moisture we have or do we wait, plant later and try to get through the frost window? In the eastern wheatbelt, 
they plant early. They use the moisture they have got. They are very, very vulnerable to frost. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Through InterGrain particularly, we have been developing some wheat varieties, such 
as Valiant, that are longer growing. Part of that is to address that issue. In addition to the work that Dr Ben Biddulph 
has been doing, InterGrain has been breeding wheat varieties to try to address that need for a longer harvest period. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: Yes, it has. There is an issue with that, though. At minus four degrees, it does not matter 
what sort of variety, it is going to do an awful lot of harm. I will come back to that. The minister is right and I will 
give her a response from the GRDC at the moment. I am referring to a story in a regional paper. This is from the 
Grains Research and Development Corporation on behalf of farmers in the eastern wheatbelt. The letter was titled 
“It’s time to get serious about frost”. This is from a farm consultant, Alan Peggs. Many of his clients were smashed 
by the frost. Alan Peggs said — 

“Just think about it—it is potentially the best crop you have grown and because it is a bin buster you have 
given it every chance to reach its potential with extra fertiliser, herbicides, insecticides and fungicides. 

On one night, a grower could lose between 50 per cent and 70 per cent of their yield. The effect of that one night 
in September is roughly 700 000 tonnes. It is very hard to put an actual number on it, but 700 000 times 400 bucks 
means we are talking about an awful lot of money. They want some research done in different areas. They badly need 
barley and wheat varieties and cultivars that can tolerate minus five degrees. That is tough work in any area, other 
than through genetic engineering. Of course, the market for GM wheat is not there other than as a feed wheat, but 
a feed wheat with a reduced price that yields, as opposed to a normal wheat—a non-GM wheat—that is 90 per cent 
wiped out by a frost event, is a choice farmers would absolutely take. 
I want to get to some recent research that Ben Biddulph has been doing that I urge the government to continue with. 
Hon Jackie Jarvis interjected. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I am sorry, Hon Jackie Jarvis will have to yell. 
This is some research funded by CoGo and the Department of Agriculture and Food, which is about an ice nucleation 
active bacteria. This has been done in only the last 18 months. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: I have had briefings from Dr Biddulph. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: It has shown some really interesting results. I will link it to the grower groups that the state 
has also funded and I urge the government to continue to do so. This research came about from some work at 
a local grower group some seven or eight years ago around the different responses from crops on stubble as opposed 
to burnt stubble. The assumption was that the presence of stubble was making the crop more susceptible to frost. It 
turns out, according to some of the research by Dr Biddulph and the department, that a bacteria forms on the stubble, 
and that is causing the problem. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Apparently that bacteria comes with the rain, which I can’t believe. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: It does. If there is rain immediately before the frost, the bacteria — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: The bacteria actually comes down with the rain. I thought it was very weird. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I am not sure about that; I might have to check it, but it is present on the stubble and that 
makes the crops much more susceptible to frost. Again, we are talking about farmers wanting to conserve moisture 
by having stubble present, which in the eastern wheatbelt they absolutely need to do, or have a bare paddock that 
will lose moisture, so some work has to be done there. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It kills the soil biome and creates extraordinary heat levels in the summer areas to 
over 50 degrees. It’s incredible. 
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Hon STEVE MARTIN: Some work on antibacterial products might be available. I believe they are used in horticulture 
and remove the bacteria to make the stubble less dangerous, in effect, to a frosty crop. I urge the department to 
continue that work. 
That takes me to another area, and this is not such friendly news: namely, the hydrogen story and Oakajee. This is 
one of the missed opportunities in regional Western Australia, where a big-picture story could have been told around 
a facility like Oakajee. Oakajee is a bit like Lasseter’s Reef; it is hard to find. It is on the map but it does not appear 
to exist. It has a long history, as I am sure members from the midwest will know. It goes back to 1976 when the 
state government released the Geraldton regional plan, which identified a rail corridor linking an industrial area in 
the Geraldton port to a proposed industrial estate and port at Oakajee—1976. We are a long way down the path and, 
sadly, not much has happened. In the recent state budget there was a $7.5 million investment, I believe, in an intersection, 
a roundabout or something at Oakajee. It is possibly a useful investment, but compared with the $400 million in the 
budget for Westport, a facility I assume is years away, possibly decades, it is a missed opportunity for the midwest.  
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It is not a missed opportunity. Honestly! The Barnett government was completely 
hopeless in relation to Oakajee both in the 1990s and again when it came back into power. We are actually developing 
an activation plan. We are at the beginning of a four-year term of government and — 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: An activation plan, minister —  
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I do not have a lot of time left. I will come back to the minister in a minute on Oakajee. 
An activation plan is a good idea! 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: You have to work out what you need to do. You can’t go, like Colin Barnett did in 
the 90s and then again when he was Premier, say that it will happen. If you don’t have a plan, it won’t happen. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Steve Martin has limited time. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: There must be an activation plan at Gladstone in Queensland because Andrew Forrest 
and the Fortescue Metals Group announced this week that a $1 billion green energy factory will — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It is an existing port. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: My point exactly, minister. From 1976 to 2021, the people around the midwest have 
been told Oakajee is about to happen and we get a $7.5 million roundabout. Andrew Forrest has voted with his feet 
in the $1 billion hydrogen investment, which will be made in Queensland. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: What is it in? 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: He got a good deal; he has got exactly what he wanted. He got a 40-hectare site with 
unimpeded port access. According to WestBusiness, it is something no site in WA could provide. Gladstone offered 
a fully serviced, 40-hectare site with unimpeded port access. I believe Oakajee owns about 6 000 hectares. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It’s 5 000. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: It is 5 000. We needed 40 hectares that was fully serviced. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: We are onto it.  
Hon STEVE MARTIN: That was a missed opportunity, unfortunately. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Under Barnett, you spent all this money and achieved nothing. You kept on this 
wet dream — 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: We are still talking about Colin Barnett, Acting President. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members! 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I will plough on. 
One of the reasons Oakajee and potential investors in that industrial estate are nervous—well, they are not nervous, 
but they are not moving there—is the issue of power, electricity. For members who are not aware, at the moment 
the 330-kilovolt line heads north, stops at Three Springs, turns right and services Karara. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: I seem to remember that in 2008 you pledged that you would take it all the way 
to Geraldton. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I have not pledged anything at this stage. Again, I am talking about significant major 
opportunities in regional Western Australia that have been missed. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: They haven’t been missed. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: The 330-kilovolt line runs from Three Springs to the midwest, a unique part of 
Western Australia, with a significant port and wonderful renewable energy opportunities—the wind blows, the sun 
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shines day after day, there is a gas pipeline that runs past and gas fields just south of Geraldton that could be utilised. 
For example, a fertiliser plant might be available to be operated, but at the moment the power stops at Three Springs. 
Nothing I have seen from the government indicates that it has any plans. Do not worry about Colin Barnett; I want to 
see some plans from this government about what it intends to do with the powerline that has got to Three Springs. 
Three Springs is a lovely town. Instead of it just turning right, it would be nice if the power kept going up the hill 
and went all the way to Geraldton and the midwest. That wonderful area around Geraldton and the midwest could 
be developed further. It is an outstanding part of the world that, first of all, needs Oakajee, and it needs a transport 
corridor, power and some more fresh water. It needs the desalination plant if that is required. 
Andrew Forrest, by the way, is not investing in just Queensland; I believe he is investing in all sorts of parts of the 
country except Western Australia, which is disappointing. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: You don’t think he is investing in Western Australia with hydrogen? 
Hon Dan Caddy interjected. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I will read it again. Thank you for the interjection, Hon Dan Caddy. Here we go — 

… $1 billion green energy factory because the State did not have a viable site for the development.  
… 
WestBusiness understands Gladstone offered a fully serviced 40ha site with unimpeded port access, 
something no site in WA could provide.  

It is $1 billion. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: That is not a $1 billion investment. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I am sure the minister knows better than Andrew Forrest when it comes to hydrogen, but 
I will move on. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: I am saying it is not a $1 billion investment. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: Time is passing quickly. 
Hon Dan Caddy: Not quickly enough! 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I look forward to hearing Hon Dan Caddy’s considered budget speech. 
For some time now the Labor government has been building expectations about the possibility of the tier 3 rail 
network being reopened. There has been a business case; actually, no. 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: Has there? 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I do not know. I believe an engineering survey has been completed. 
Hon Darren West interjected. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: Yes; good to hear. I assume a business case is being put together. 
Hon Darren West: They were closed by the previous government. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: Money has been allocated for some much-needed rail upgrades on the great southern line 
and some much-needed passing lanes. Communities that have attended the forums about road transport planning 
are still waiting for some information. I think it is incumbent on the state government to either do it or put them out 
of their misery because the level of expectation around those tier 3 lines has been raised. 
Hon Darren West: You close them; we open them. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: Are we going to open them? Did I hear Hon Darren West just say that he is reopening 
the tier 3 lines? I will alert the Countryman and the Farm Weekly! This will be front-page news; minister: “Tier 3 is 
back”; it is not in the budget and we have not seen the business case, but Hon Darren West has committed to reopening 
the tier 3 lines. I will get hold of Greg Richards and the various members of that group and let them know. 
Again, I urge the state government to come clean on that. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I will conclude my remarks in my remaining time by making some comments on a couple 
of issues. There were developments on the hydrogen story over the lunchbreak, with a useful interjection from 
Andrew Forrest in The West online. I would like to refer to some of Mr Forrest’s comments in my remaining minutes. 
“Andrew Forrest calls out WA Premier Mark McGowan over State’s green energy ambitions” is the headline of 
the online article. It states — 

Iron ore billionaire Andrew Forrest says WA will continue to miss out on the clean energy projects of the 
future unless the State Government stops “dithering” and works harder to attract investment. 
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The good news is that Hon Alannah MacTiernan, the Minister for Hydrogen Industry, got a small pat on the back 
with Andrew Forrest saying — 

“I have to say … Alannah MacTiernan and … Roger Cook, they’re kind of lone voices saying, ‘We’ve just 
gotta get on with this’. 

I agree with Andrew Forrest. I think the minister has been on the front foot on this hydrogen issue. Mr Forrest went 
on to comment — 

“Until Western Australia works out how to give people who want to develop large green hydrogen projects 
some security to get on and do it, then we’re going to continue dithering.” 

The article refers to the factory that he is now building in Gladstone, stating — 
The factory, with an initial capacity of 2 gigawatts a year, would more than double current global production 
and provide hundreds of jobs during construction and operation. 

Sadly, they will be Queensland jobs. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I will not be taking interjections with only a few minutes left, minister. I apologise. 
Mr Forrest went on to say — 

“I’ve written to the Premier in increasingly strident terms, saying, ‘Mate, we can’t wish this into existence, 
you’re either going to do it or not,” … 
… 
Mr Forrest told the NPC — 

The National Press Club — 
today that he would have preferred to invest in green hydrogen in WA but the Government had not done 
enough to support the new energy market. 
“Even though we’ve all got the best will in the world in Western Australia, and we have a Labor Government 
fully committed to carbon neutrality, actually, it’s just words,” he said, 
“We now need the actions. If you want to develop the hundreds of thousands of jobs in Western Australia, 
then you’ve got to get past the words, get past the rhetoric, get past the promises, and allow projects to 
be developed by granting tenure so that people can crack on.” 

That is a very timely interjection from Mr Forrest. It goes to my comments about missed opportunities in the midwest 
regarding Oakajee and a potential site for a hydrogen project. 
I want to talk about a couple of other things quickly. I mentioned earlier that I visited the eastern wheatbelt recently to 
meet farmers and talk about the recent frosts. I was standing in a paddock south of Southern Cross—a father-and-son 
operation. It is a large farm with several backpacker staff. At the start of seeding in April–May, they could not keep 
the staff as they had abandoned ship for greener pastures. I do not think the father, who is getting on in years, would 
mind me saying that he was forced back onto the tractor in the middle of seeding. He informed me the other day that 
he fully expects to be working full time during harvest, despite being in his 70s. They cannot find any labour. Labour 
shortages continue to be an issue all across Western Australia, including in the important agriculture sector. Again, 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan, as minister, had some involvement in this. We are now 18 months on, and we still have 
no reliable avenue of accessing labour. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Because the pandemic is still on. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: I think other states have done a better job, to be frank, than we have. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: Mr Acting President, if you do not mind, I will not be taking interjections in my 
remaining minutes. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Peter Foster): Order, members! Hon Steve Martin has asked for no interjections, 
and I note that he has only eight minutes left on the clock. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: Thank you, Mr Acting President. I will crack on, as Andrew Forrest suggests we do on 
hydrogen developments in Western Australia. 
I am still concerned that those labour shortages look set to continue, and that is unfortunate, especially for 72-year-old 
Mr Della Bosca, who will be on that header at harvest time. 
I would like to close with some good news out of the government’s state budget. It was a very large budget and 
included some very worthwhile items, on which I could like to close in the spirit of bipartisanship. I absolutely 
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welcome the investment in housing from Kununurra to Albany, including in the metropolitan area. We need that 
investment. Delivery will be the issue. It will take some time. 
Funding has been provided for the homeless. I very much welcome the Treasurer’s response to homelessness. We have 
$18 million for Boorloo Bidee Mia, which, according to the budget papers, has up to 100 beds. I hope they are filled as 
soon as possible. In particular, I wish to mention road safety funding. Those of us who travel on regional roads will know 
that plenty of work has been done on those roads, including building an extra metre on either side of certain roads, 
plus audible edge lines. That is a very valuable road safety mechanism and is much appreciated. I congratulate the 
government for that and wish it all the best in rolling out that program even further. That is an absolute lifesaver.  
I see that 25 extra paramedics have been allocated. It is a boost for regional volunteer ambulance operators to 
know that they will have a full-time staff member on hand and hopefully a chopper back to Perth if there is a bad 
accident. Those paramedics are certainly much appreciated. Just a small but important comment: road access from 
Koojan Downs to the Andrew Forrest feedlot out of Moora has been a contentious issue for some time. I believe 
there is funding for that in the recent budget. That is an exciting development for that part of the world. That road 
will make that facility much easier to operate. 
I very much look forward to taking part in the estimates process to dig deeper into the budget, and I have enjoyed 
making a contribution on the state budget. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Pierre Yang.  
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